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Precise Pitching: Local Man Represents Sport on National, International Level - By Stephanie Stanley Assistant Editor/Staff
Writer for the Pike County News Watchman
Over 50 years ago, Gary Roberts, of Stockdale, began pitching horseshoes. Since then, his success
with the sport has resulted in numerous local, state, and national titles and has led him across the
world. In March 2015, Roberts plans to return to South Africa to compete and promote horseshoe
pitching on a global scale.
Roberts has been pitching horseshoes competitively since 1958. In July 2013, Roberts was inducted
into the National Horseshoe Pitchers Hall of Fame, located in St. Louis, MO. in recognition of his
national and international representation of the sport.
“The induction occurred at the World Horseshoe Championship, in St. George, Utah,” said Roberts, the current president of the Ohio Horseshoe Pitcher’s Association. “It is a great honor. This is
a sport that I’ve been involved with since childhood, and my family, the Reno/Roberts family, has
five members in the Hall of Fame. No other family can say that.”
Roberts’ uncle, Ottie Reno, has penned several books about horseshoe pitching and is also a member of the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association Hall of Fame. Reno inspired Roberts to pursue
the sport at a young age.
“Once I got started pitching, I soon participated in World Championships and achieved the title of
Junior World Champion for four consecutive years from 1961-1964,” said Roberts.
Through the years, Roberts has won four Junior World’s Championships, four Ohio Junior Championships, and the Ohio Men’s State Championship. He has also pitched in the World Tournament
Championship Division four times.
“I pitch in tournaments almost every weekend through the summer, and in winter, we pitch at indoor courts,” said Roberts. “We have been pitching exhibition-style at the Bob Evans Farm Festival
for over 40 years. When exhibition pitching, we focus on trick shots rather than competition-style.”
As an exhibition horseshoe pitcher, Roberts has performed in several states and foreign countries,
earning him the title “International Ambassador of Horseshoe Pitching.”
“I have traveled to South Africa on four occasions to promote horseshoe pitching and to participate
in South Africa’s traditional sport of jukskei,” said Roberts. “The affiliation of the sports of jukskei
and horseshoe pitching has resulted in membership in The Association for International Sport for
All (TAFISA), an organization that promotes non-Olympic sports on an international basis.”
In recent years, Roberts traveled to Turkey and Lithuania to participate in a TAFISA-sponsored,
Olympic-style horseshoe pitching event. In
2016, he plans to travel to Jakarta, Indonesia, to
participate in the TAFISA World Games.
“Over 40-50 countries attend and participate.
Getting to meet people from so many different
countries is a thrill,” said Roberts. “I’m also
organizing a trip back to South Africa to promote our sport and participate in their sport as
well. This trip will take place in March 2015. I
never thought that my little hobby of horseshoe
pitching would lead to so many exciting opportunities. It is a thrill and an honor.”

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Officer Info

2

President’s Message

3

Obituaries

5

Word Tournament Appl

9

State Singles/Doubles
Tournament Applications

22-23

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
Ohio Pins for Sale
Tournament Results
Membership Application
2015 Tournament Schedule
Hall of Fame Nomination
Form
Portable Court Donation
Form

REGIONAL DIRECTORS &
ASSISTANTS
NHPA Regional Director
Dick Guill
2490 Bryonaire Dr
Mansfield, OH 44903
419-589-2459
dndguill1961@aol.com

OHIO STATE OFFICERS
President
Gary Roberts
638 Salem Cave Rd,
Beaver, OH 45613
740-820-3142
gbroberts5542@yahoo.com
1st Vice President: - Southwest District
Brian Fisher
9655 New Paris-Hillsboro Rd
New Paris, OH 45347
937-437-0300
rfarm66@akey.com

NHPA Assistant Regional Director
Northwest District
Alan Francis
308 Melody Lane
Defiance, OH 43512
419-782-0810
aafrancis@msn.com

2nd Vice President—Northwest District
Darryl Miller
10915 Converse Road
Plain City, OH 43064
614-873-8471
diggerdarryl@aol.com
3rd Vice President—Central District
Dan Sanders
42 Scioto St
Powell, OH 43065
614-761-3357
dsanderling@yahoo.com
4th Vice President—Southeast District
Randy Shoemaker
1615 Hanna Lane
Londonderry, OH 45647
740-887-4430
rankay@bright.net
5th Vice President –Northeast District
Cindy Rose
1729 Westwind Lane
Columbus, OH 43223
614-604-3103
crose522@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Amy Miller
PO Box 475
Hilliard, OH 43026
614-507-2468
ohpasecretary@mail.com
Statistician
Tod Kahrig
50205 Crawford Rd
Woodsfield, OH 43793
740-338-0650
tkahrig@gmail.com
Printed and mailed by:
YesPress Graphics LLC
Westerville,, OH

Page 2

NEW OHPA WEBSITE:
www.ohiohorseshoes.org
Check it out!
NHPA WEBSITE:
www.horseshoepitching.com

NHPA Assistant Regional Director
Central District
Dan Sanders
42 Scioto St
Powell, OH 43065
614-761-3357
dsanderling@yahoo.com
NHPA Assistant Regional Director
Southwest District
Mike Worthington
5086 Sweetleaf Dr
Riverside, OH 45424
937-236-3142
mworthi802@aol.com
NHPA Assistant Regional Director
Northeast District
Ray Welsh
126 Church St
Louisville, OH 44641
330-730-2412
ohioringer@gmail.com
NHPA Assistant Regional Director
Southeast District
Randy Shoemaker
1615 Hanna Lane
Chillicothe, OH 45601
740-887-4430
rankay@bright.net

This year represents my 58th consecutive year of participating in our beloved
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
sport of horseshoe pitching. I have seen many changes during that time. I, like
Gary Roberts
many others, am concerned about the long term survival of our sport. The NHPA
membership has declined for the seventh consecutive year! From 2013 to 2014
the total number of members declined from 10,081 to 9,900. Junior membership
declined from 794 to 691 for those same years. There are no easy answers to this decline but we must continue to develop ideas to change
this trend. If we want others to take our sport seriously, we must increase membership.
Another disturbing trend is the aging of those in our local clubs that have been the backbone of our organization. Many of us wonder who will
replace our tournament and league directors who have kept the local groups functioning for many years. The Marysville and Ostrander Clubs
closed this past year, and the outlook is not good for the Bremen Club. Also, the number of 40 foot pitchers continues to decline as the number of 30 foot pitchers continues to increase. My intent is not to paint a negative picture, but to address the reality of the current situation.
On a more positive note, the 2014 World Tournament was a very successful event, and I believe the 2015 Tournament in Topeka, Kansas will
be well attended. NHPA President Stuart Sipma announced that Monroe, Louisiana and St. George, Utah will be bidding for the 2017 World
Tournament. Again, we need to increase membership to continue to attract bidders for our tournaments.
Another bright spot will be the opening of our Hall of Fame building this year adjacent to the courts in Greenville. Brian Fisher and Delbert
Fourman have worked hard to make this a reality. They assure me that it will be open during the Ringer Classic. If you have items that you
feel should be included, please bring them to Greenville with you.
I want to thank my fellow officers for their hard work. Amy Miller has done an excellent job and is enthusiastic in the performance of her duties. Cindy Rose has been a great addition and brings many years of experience and dedication to our sport. Darryl Miller, Brian Fisher, Dan
Sanders, and Randy Shoemaker all contribute in many ways. I am proud to be associated with this group.
I would be remiss if I did not recognize the honor bestowed on Dan Sanders at the 2014 World Tournament. Dan was selected to receive the
Arch Stokes Memorial Award during the Hall of Fame Banquet. This is an award given to the person who has done the most to promote the
sport of horseshoe pitching in the past year. It is great to see Dan recognized for his hard work.
My son, Blake Roberts, left recently to become a member of the Air Force. I believe his mother and I are more apprehensive than Blake. He
will be at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas for his initial training.
I look forward to seeing all of my friends on the courts this summer.

I am glad to see winter is finally over in Ohio and another horseshoe
pitching season is fast approaching. The OHPA is in a transition from our
Amy Miller
old website to our new website located at ohiohorseshoes.org. Check it
out!! There is much more work needed, but we have a good start. This is
where you will find current information such as the tournament schedule, forms and results. If you have any pictures
of horseshoe pitchers that you would like to add to our new website, please get them to me. The tournament schedule has been changed to a yearly format. Special thanks to all the Tournament Directors for their assistance and cooperation in the completion of the tournament schedule.

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY

Just as the NHPA’s Newline has gone electronic, the OHPA’s officers have discussed transitioning the OHPA Newsletter to electronic format as well. It would be sent via email to those who have provided an email address. Current and
past Newsletters would also be available on the new website. By making this change, the OHPA will save a large
amount of money that could be used in promoting horseshoes in many other ways, such as to the Hall of Fame room
and Junior promotions. The OHPA have purchased Ohio Pins (see picture on Page 12). Those of you going to the
World Tournament, these would be perfect to purchase and provide to your opponents. I received several Pins from
the ladies in my class in Buffalo, NY last year. Please contact me if you would like to place an order.
Congratulations to Jimmy Walters and to Harold Anthony for being inducted into the Hall of Fame!!
I agree with Gary, we all need to do whatever possible to promote horseshoes. Share any thoughts you may have to
help promote horseshoes in Ohio.
Anything for Horseshoes!
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OHPA HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM
NOMINEE INFORMATION
First Name ______________________ Last Name ______________________ Birth Date: ____/____/____
Street Address _____________________________________ City ___________________ Zip Code ________
Number of Years an OHPA/NHPA Member: ______ (minimum of 10 years required)
Please list Horseshoe Club Memberships, past and present:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOMINATION CATEGORY – Check the ONE Category to which you are nominating this person:
____ PLAYER – Anyone who has brought prestige to the sport of horseshoe pitching through outstanding
performance on the courts.
____ PLAYER/ORGANIZER – Anyone who has performed well on the courts and has also become a worthy
tournament director, promoter, organizer, or officer at the local, state, or national level.
____ PROMOTER/ORGANIZER – Anyone who, through his or her devotion to the sport, has made a
significant contribution through time and effort to the advancement of the sport of horseshoe pitching
in an administrative capacity, such as a promoter or organizer of events, or as an officer at the local
state, or national level.
HORSESHOE HISTORY OF THE NOMINEE:
On separate pages, include the horseshoe pitching history of this person, from the beginning until now. To include a complete and
accurate history, it may become necessary to contact family, friends, or even the person you are nominating! Note: If this person is
being nominated as a PLAYER, or PLAYER/ORGANIZER you must also include their accomplishments on the court at the local, state,
and/or national levels. If possible, include tournament names/dates of 1st or 2nd place finishes (check trophies), etc.
SUBMIT NOMINATION FORM:
This completed form must be received by the Hall of Fame Chairman* no later than March 1st of the year of nomination. Please include
your name, mailing address, and phone number below in case the HOF Committee has any questions.
Your Name ________________________________________________ Phone Number _________________
Street Address __________________________________________ City ____________ Zip Code ________
*Send completed nomination form to:
Dan Sanders
42 Scioto Street
Powell, OH 43065
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OBITUARIES
Aileen Ison
April 19, 1927 – August 1, 2014
Aileen Ison, 87, of Van Fosson Road, Beaver, Ohio, died 4:22 p.m. Friday, August 1, 2014, at the Pike Community Hospital, Waverly, Ohio. She was born April 19, 1927 in West Liberty, Kentucky, the daughter of the late Auty Ferguson and
Flora (Perkins) Ferguson. On July 7, 1945, she was united in marriage to Gussie William Ison, who preceded her in death
on November 3, 2013. Surviving are two sons, Ronald W. Ison and wife Jamie of Beaver, Ohio and Phillip F. Ison and
wife Doina of Virginia Beach, Virginia, two daughters, Alvita E. Roberts and husband Gary of Beaver, and Brenda K. Ison
of Chillicothe, Ohio. 15 Grandchildren Randall, Ronald Jr., Brandon, Ian, Seth, Ryan, Brooke, Blake, Leslie, Joshua, Akira,
Raisa, Nathaniel, Vanessa and Alicia, 24 Great-Grandchildren, 1 Great-Great-Granddaughter, and 1 Great-Great-GreatGranddaughter, 4 brothers, Edgar Ferguson, Mt Orab, Ohio, Eugene Ferguson and wife Carol of Powhatan, Virginia,
Robert Ferguson, Mt. Orab, Ohio and George Ferguson and wife Beth of Sewalls, Florida and a sister, Mary Bissantz of
Cincinnati, Ohio. Aileen's parents, husband, two brothers, Delbert Ferguson and Auty Ferguson Jr., 4 sisters, Opal Barlog, Josephine Wiggins, Martha Gilman and Phyllis Ferguson, and a Great-Granddaughter Hannah Smith preceded her
in death. She was a member of the Stockdale United Christian Church and was a homemaker.

Leona Jane Ault
April 6, 1928 - October 15, 2014
Leona Jane Ault, age 86, of Perrysburg, Ohio, died on Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at St. Luke’s Hospital in Maumee,
Ohio. She was born on April 6, 1928 in Perrysburg, Ohio to Walter and Charlotte (Snyder) Artz. Leona was involved at St.
Rose Parish, serving on the Alter Rosary Society and in the Senior Club. She was a member of the American Legion Post
240, the Women’s International Bowling Association and the Toledo Area Horseshoe Pitchers Association. Leona was an
avid Barbie collector and actively involved in sports. She was a State Champion in Women’s Softball, placed first in Class B
and Class C in horseshoes and holds the record in basketball in the Senior Olympics since the age of 55. She was also a
long-time member of the Ohio Horseshoe Pitchers Association and received the Achievement Award in 1989. She is survived by her sons, Rick (Kenda); Tim (Amy) and Bill (Beth); grandchildren, Amy (Brad) Keller; Nicole (G.T.) Parris; Daniel
(Aly) Ault; Dana (Glen) Merritt; Richard (Kristy) Ault; and Jeremy Ault; great-grandchildren, Paul, Addison, Ava, Ryder,
Mason, Rylan, Quinn, Evan, Henry and Claire. Leona was preceded in death by her husband, John; parents; sister, Virginia (Ralph) Thompson; and brothers, Robert (Dorothy) Artz and Walter (Ona) Artz. The family wishes to extend a heartfelt
thank you to caregivers Pat, Cindy, Peg and Betsy for all their love and support.

Donald W. "Buck" Ballard
February 17, 1941 - November 30, 2014
Donald W. (Buck) Ballard of Springfield, Ohio died Sunday, November 30, 2014 at Gulfside Hospice in Zephyrhills, Florida
following a lengthy battle with cancer. He was born February 17, 1941 to Foster and Frieda (Linthicum) Ballard who precede him in death. He graduated in 1959 from Northeastern High School and after 40 years of service, retired from International Truck and Engine Corp. He was an avid sports fan and while wintering in Florida, where he has many loving
friends, he joined the Forest Lake Horseshoe League and the Shuffleboard League. During his summers in Ohio he shuffled for the Springfield Shuffleboard Club and pitched for the West Liberty Salem Horseshoe Club. He rarely missed an
OSU football or basketball game. He is survived by his wife of 18 years, Jodi (Michael) Ballard. He is also survived by a
sister, Jeanette (Ray) Roberts of Catawba, a brother Howard (Vicki) Ballard of Springfield and sister-in-law Peg Ballard of
Catawba; daughters, Jenny (Chris) Downing of Cable, Ellen (Jeff Wheeler) Ballard of Catawba; two stepsons, Todd
(Donna) Mullins and Tom (Jennifer) Mullins both of Springfield, grandchildren, Sam (Meredith) Dillon, Cassie (Zach)
Fairchild, Denver Rich, Matt Mullins, Tayler-Jo Mullins and Thomas Mullins; great-grandsons Foster and Jason Fairchild
and many loving cousins, nieces and nephews, and a special friend Marguerite Libby of Zephyrhills. He is preceded in
death by a brother Jim Ballard and a stepson Tony Mullins. Member of the Ohio Horseshoe Pitchers Association.
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OBITUARIES

Paul J. Bechtel
May 23, 1926 – December 18, 2014
Paul J. Bechtel, age 88, of Fredericktown, died Thursday, December 18, 2014 at the Whispering Hills Care Center in
Mount Vernon. Paul was born May 23, 1926 in Ankenytown to Elmer and Mabel (Robinson) Bechtel and had spent his
lifetime in the Fredericktown area. He graduated from Fredericktown High School in 1944 and served in the United
States Army 7th Infantry Division from January of 1945 to December of 1946. Paul retired from the Westinghouse Corporation in Mansfield, had worked in the masonry trades for ten years and he had maintained the Owl Creek Cemetery at
Ankenytown for over 30 years. Paul was an avid Ohio sports fan especially the Ohio State Buckeyes and loved to pitch
horseshoes competitively. Surviving are his sons, Jeffery (Sally) Bechtel of Ontario, John Bechtel of Fredericktown and
Jerry (Nancy) Bechtel of Fredericktown; grandchildren, Shelbi (Billie) Bixler, Madison Lotz, Jacob Lotz; his brothers, Earl
Bechtel of Worthington and Dean (Betty) Bechtel of Fredericktown and his sister, Wilma Evans of Chicago. Besides his
parents, Paul was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy (Tyson) Bechtel in October of 2014 and a sister, Doris Eileen
Bechtel. Paul wanted to give special mention to his wife and sons "for a wonderful life" and thanks to his brothers and
sister for their support. "Don't Worry Be Happy"

Wayne D. Coblentz
April 1, 1923 – January 3, 2015
Wayne D. Coblentz, age 91, of Greenville, Ohio, passed away at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 3, 2015, in the emergency room
of Wayne HealthCare Center in Greenville. He was born April 1, 1923, in Union City, Ohio. Wayne was a well-known
business man in the Greenville area since 1946. Wayne retired from his State Farm Insurance Agency in August 2001. He
was a graduate of the Gettysburg High School in 1941. Served in the Air force during WW II from January 1943 through
June 1946. He was awarded the Purple Heart, after being wounded at Leyte Island during the invasion of the Philippine
Islands in October 1944. Wayne was an avid golfer, life member of the Greenville Bowling Association, and the last living
charter member of the Darke County Horseshoe Club. Wayne was a very successful fast-pitch softball pitcher in the late
1940s and 1950s in Ohio and Indiana. He also enjoyed the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing. He also was active
in and supportive of many local programs including Youth for Christ, Campus Crusade, Senior Moments, Masonic Lodge,
Hospice and helped with the return of Southern Gospel Music concerts to Darke County. Wayne enjoyed music, and for
several years he used his God given talent to play the piano, and several string instruments, with local Country Western
bands. He was a 70-year member of the Oakland Church of the Brethren, and the last few years, he has been a member
of the Greenville Missionary Church. Wayne left no doubt that the primary joy of his life was his wife, Virginia (Hartman),
and their family. She preceded him in death May 9 1992. Also preceding him in death was his parents, Nathan K. and
Sylvia (Cain) Coblentz, one sister May (Coblentz) Rhoades; five brothers Lonnie, Raymond, Robert, Floyd and Glen.
Wayne is survived by his children, Charles (Donna) Coblentz of West Virginia, Patricia (Paul) Nelson of West Alexandria,
Ohio, Wayne Allen (Karen) Coblentz of South Charleston, Ohio, Deborah (Robert) Kuhnle of Greenville, Ohio, Sheri (Joe)
Birt of Columbus, Indiana, Kristi (Curtis) Falldorf of West Alexandria, Ohio, and Rebecca (Joel) Hootman of Arcanum,
Ohio. Grandchildren Donica (David) Rogers, Kevin (Kristy) Coblentz, Michele (Chris) Petsko, Lori (Stephen) Barnes, Elizabeth (Jeff) Crumbaker, Lizabeth (David) Waugh, Zac (Jamie) Coblentz, Sara (Scott) Johnson, Katie (Brett) Hill, Rachel
(Matthew) Harmon, Nathan (Molly) Birt, Katherine Birt, Adam, David and Jenna Falldorf, Josiah, Isaiah and Jesse Hootman. Great-grandchildren Olivia, Maggie and Jessica Canoy, Tyler, Kylie and Bryson Coblentz, Megan, Emily and Alex
Petsko, Logan and Lorin Barnes, Gracie Crumbaker, Nathan Lily, Ethan and Tyler Waugh, Walker Hill, Addison, Michael
and Matthew Johnson and Marcus Harmon. Sister Marceille Hyland, sister-in-law Barbara (Schafer) Coblentz, brother-inlaw and sister-in-law Charles and Doris Hartman and nephew Michael Hartman. Wayne was also known as "Uncle
Wayne" to many nieces and nephews who he loved dearly.
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OBITUARIES
Ron Golias
December 16, 2014
Ron Golias, age 72, passed away December 16, 2014. From his long hair to his "peace" symbol earrings, Ronnie was a
true eternal hippie. Ron was one of the founders of the Independence Ohio Horseshoe Club. He helped design and
build their original six courts. Ron and his close horseshoe buddies, Denny Szczepaniak, Jim Waldron, Dan Reinke, and
Fred Kozelka loved to travel and compete in at least ten tournaments a year in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Ron retired from
the printing industry and became a handyman, a "jack of all trades", for his family and friends. Ron always made himself
available for anyone who needed a repairman. Ronnie could fix anything. As his close horseshoe buddies would always
say, "there is the right way, the wrong way, and Ronnie's way of getting the problem solved." He loved to collect and
repair old cars, especially VW Beetles and Beetle Buses. Ron is survived by his wife, Cynthia, daughter Camille, and four
grandchildren.

Donald Gene Ault
February 26, 1938 - January 17, 2015
Donald Gene Ault, age 76, of Wayne, Ohio passed away on Saturday, January 17, 2015 at St. Vincent Mercy Medical
Center in Toledo, Ohio. He was born on February 26, 1938 in Wayne, Ohio to the late Harry T. & Garnet (Evans) Ault. He
married Betty Ann Tyson on February 26, 1956 in Auburn, Indiana and she survives. Surviving is his loving wife of 58
years Betty; son, Dan L. (Valerie Peters) Ault of New York, New York; daughters, Bonnie L. (Rod) Burris of Bowling Green,
Ohio, Brenda D. (Bill) Punches of Bowling Green, Ohio, Barbara A. (Jeff) Wolford of Port Richey, Florida; brothers, William
M. (Elva) Ault of Perrysburg, Ohio, Frederick L. (Norma) Ault of Wayne, Ohio, Roger R. (Jenny) Ault of Wayne, Ohio;
grandchildren, Shannon Hinton, Tasha (Andrew) Hepler, Wesley Punches, Chad (Felicia) Burris, Kathy Punches, Karen
Burris, Heather Peckinpaugh; great-grandchildren, Brooke Hinton, Dylan Hinton, Owen Burris, Desmond Burris. He was
preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Harry C. "Bus" Ault & Robert D. Ault. Don retired in 1993 after 35 years as
a machinist and journeyman toolmaker at Brush-Wellman in Oak Harbor, Ohio. He was a 1956 Graduate of Montgomery
Local High School. He was a former member of the Wayne United Methodist Church, long time member of the Rock &
Gem Club in Toledo, long time member of the Gem-Rockhound Club at the Botanical Gardens doing faceting gemstone
demonstrations and the Ohio Horseshoe Pitching Club. He was an huge nature lover who enjoyed identifying different
trees, bird watching and tending to his flowers and garden.

Paul Edward Fleenor
June 24, 1927 - February 25, 2015
Paul Edward Fleenor age 87, of Versailles, Ohio passed away at 11:25 A.M. on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at Rest
Haven Nursing Home in Greenville. Paul was born June 24, 1927 in Bellbrook, Ohio to the late Hammie & Eva (Gilliam)
Fleenor. Paul is survived by his children, Vickie Witt of Winchester, Indiana, Paula & Dan Varvel of Versailles, Ohio, Paul
Fleenor, Jr. of Versailles, Ohio, Sandy DeHart of Greenville, Ohio, Patsy Hart of North Carolina and Kelly & Kenny Hill of St.
Marys, Ohio; 17 grandchildren, 35 great-grandchildren and 7 great-great grandchildren; brothers, Charles Fleenor of
Dayton, Ohio and Marvin Fleenor of Dayton, Ohio; sister, Asenatha McConnaughey of Tennessee; and numerous nieces
and nephews. In addition to his parents, Paul was also preceded in death by his wife, Mary Belle (Steward) Fleenor on
February 25, 2014 whom he married February 24, 1951; daughter-in-law, Cindra Fleenor; brother, Carson Fleenor; and
sisters, Euna Wallace and Margaret Braun. Paul was a dairy farmer, truck driver and equipment operator. Paul retired in
1989 after 10 years of service at the Versailles Feed Mill. Paul was an honorary member of the Darke County Horseshoe
Club.
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To: Game Related Sales, Independent Salespersons, Charter Officers, Horseshoe Clubs, Individuals or groups
of individuals, NHPA members and non-members.
Re: Approval of Pitching Accessories
From: The NHPA Council – March 2015
It has been brought to our attention that there are currently some measuring tools being sold and used that do not meet
the specified 6-inch distance for single points, and also that some straight edges used for measuring ringers are not
'straight' (after normal use), perhaps due to their design or due to materials used. The obvious concern here is that an
incorrect measurement for a single point or for a ringer could make the difference between winning or losing a game, a
Class, a Tournament, or even a State or World Title. For these reasons, the following requirements (published here) are
in effect for the NHPA approval of pitching accessories, as authorized in the current RGS Book under Equipment Specifications, Section E (last sentence, page 34) which reads: Note: All measurement tools manufactured for sale purposes must be pre-approved by the NHPA Council.
I - General Requirements:
A. Naming and Labeling - All pitching accessories shall be 'named', along with the wording 'NHPA Approved'. This name
shall be easily found/read and either be embedded in the material of the tool, or applied to the tool as a permanent/semipermanent label. Labels for approved tools will be available from NHPA Game Related Sales for a nominal fee.
B. Tool Quality Design of Single and Multi-purpose Tools:
- If calipers are included for measuring the 'closest shoe', their length must also be accurate for the measurement of
'single points' (see specific requirements below).
- For folding tools, the 'frame' should be relatively wide (a 3/4" minimum width is required) and should be made of steel
(stainless steel is recommended). when used for the 'digging/removal' of clay. This is especially important if a 'notch' has
been made into the blade, as an option for measuring single points.
Note: This is usually the only type of tool that pitchers typically carry and use for 'digging'. If this tool becomes 'bent'
while digging, due to inferior material or design, it cannot be used effectively as a 'straight-edge' tool for measuring ringers.
- The length of this tool's 'straight edge' should be adequate for the measurement of ringers. A minimum length of -7.5
inches is recommended.
- Some multi-purpose tools may also include a file, or other abrasive material, that can be used for the removal of burrs.
II - Specific Requirements (in addition to the above; for multi-purpose and other tools/accessories):
- The measurement for horseshoe 'pick-up' tools is a maximum length of 36", and a distance of no more than 2" from the
inside of the shaft to the 'center' of the blunted point (for safety reasons).
- The 6" 'caliper measurement' (from outside edge of tool to the end-point of the caliper), and for all other 6" tool measurements, must be 6 inches; plus or minus .03" (three hundredths of an inch). This measurement must be established by
the manufacturer and also re-checked by the distributor (randomly; from each order received) at the point of sales, before these tools can be sold. Official measurement tools/'jigs' will be available from GRS.
- The straightedge por on of the tool must be straight to within .01" (one, one-hundredth of an inch).
III - Process for Obtaining NHPA Approval:
Any manufacturer/distributor of horseshoe measurement tools can have a measurement tool/accessory approved by the
NHPA by sending a prototype or existing tool (randomly selected) to the NHPA Secretary-Treasurer. This tool will be
measured and evaluated by NHPA Council members before a decision is made. This approval process should take no
more than one month to complete, but may require more time if 'field testing' is needed.
Pitching Accessories Currently 'NHPA-Approved'* (name of labeled/approved tool is in CAPITAL letters):
- The PICKUP TOOL (designed as a horseshoe pick-up tool only).
- The 5-WAY TOOL (can be used for digging, calipers for closest shoe and/or for measuring single points, straightedge
for measuring ringers, file for burrs).
- The HOOKER (can be used for picking up shoes, for measuring single points, and for measuring ringers).
*The above tools are currently available through Game Related Sales and are approved and recommended by the
NHPA. All pitchers are encouraged to only purchase measuring tools that have been NHPA-approved. Support your
NHPA!
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Ohio Pins for Sale
For those of you going to the World Tournament,
provide these to your opponents.
The are only $1.28 per pin.
Please contact Amy Miller at
ohpasecretary@mail.com
or 614-507-2468 to place
your order.

Topeka, Kansas is the site for the 2015 World Tournament. This will prove to be a very large tournament as all NHPA owned portable courts will be used. The Capitol Plaza is the host hotel and it IS
where you want to stay, as it is joined to the convention center and is offering $84 per night with two
complimentary breakfast buffets. The direct telephone number is 800-579-7937. If there are no vacancies, then just have them put your name on a waiting list. Many rooms will become available after
the tournament schedule has been posted. The tournament dates are July 13th through the 25th.
Please consider going as you will not regret it. Many Buckeye pitchers who attended their first World
last year are returning again this year. Another fact is that Ohio pitchers typically do quite well at
these events, so help keep the momentum going. Alan Francis will be going for his 20th World title this
year with Jimmy Walters being a top contender as well. As always, should you have any questions or
concerns, please contact me at 937-239-6877. Happy Pitching and safe traveling to all.
It will be extra special at the NHPA HOF banquet as two GREAT OHIO pitchers will be inducted. Jimmy Walters in the pitcher category and Harold Anthony in the historical era category. Both are very
deserving of this unique honor and we are very proud of their accomplishments. Ohio continues to dominate in the Hall of Fame and always will. As Gary said, Ohio is the greatest!!
Also, please keep the Ringer Classic in mind this year as it will be a very special event. It will be our
55th annual tournament and the opening of the Ohio Horseshoe Pitching Hall of Fame! There will be
many surprises! And I’m calling for NO rain!
Brian Fisher
1st Vice President/Promotions
2016 World Tournament Site
Montgomery, AL
July 25th - August 6th
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WALTERS AND ANTHONY RECEIVE HALL OF FAME HONORS
By Gary Roberts
As a member of the NHPA Hall of Fame Committee, it is my pleasure to announce that Jimmy
Walters and Harold Anthony of Ohio received sufficient votes for induction into the NHPA Hall of
Fame. The induction ceremony will occur at the World Tournament in Topeka, Kansas.
All of you know Jimmy from his past and current pitching performances. Jimmy is one of the three top pitchers in the nation in my
opinion. He consistently competes in the Championship Division
in the World Tournament, and is one of the only pitchers that can
compete with Alan Francis. Some of their games have been as
good as any games played in the history of horseshoe pitching. In
last year’s World Tournament, Jimmy was the only pitcher that
gave Alan a competitive game. Jimmy may be the tallest pitcher
to be inducted into the Hall of Fame! Congratulations Jimmy!
Many of you may not know Harold Anthony who resided in Arcanum, Ohio until his death. Harold
was one of the toughest pitchers in Ohio for many years. In 1972, when my brother Donnie won
the State Championship, his only loss was to Harold Anthony who threw over 90% in their game.
Harold would have won the State Championship that year had it not been for an upset by Pop
Johnson in the final game. Harold pitched in the World Tournament Championship Division eight
times averaging over 75% for all of them. Harold’s son, Jerry Anthony, resides in Bradford, Ohio.
We should be proud of Ohio’s past and present pitchers. No other state has had as many great
pitchers as Ohio.
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2015 OHIO STATE HORSESHOE PITCHING
CHAMPIONSHIPS - GREENVILLE
WALKING DOUBLES APPLICATION

No refunds after
tournament
deadline

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2015 AT 7:00 P.M.
DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2015
ALL TEAMS MUST ENTER WITH A COMBINED RINGER PERCENTAGE OF 110% OR LESS
August 20, 2015 NATSTATS will be used for all entries.

MIXED CLASSES

ENTRY FEE: $50.00 PER TEAM - WALKING DOUBLES
Each pitcher must pay the scorekeeper $1.00 per game.
40 Shoe Game Format will be used.
Playoff in Class A only (all other classes determined by ringer percentage).
NHPA & OHPA Rules & Dress Code will be enforced.

SEND ENTRY FORM WITH ENTRY FEE TO: OHPA
P.O. BOX 475
ohiohorseshoes.org
HILLIARD, OH 43026
YOU MUST MAIL YOUR ENTRY—NO PHONE ENTRIES ACCEPTED
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : OHPA
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _____________________________________________________________________________
ZIP CODE: ______________________ PHONE: _________________________________________
NHPA CARD #_____________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
Do you need a schedule mailed to you or will you print it from our new website?
(ohiohorseshoes.org) Website_____ US Mail ____
Schedule will be posted on our new website Wednesday, August 26, 2015
PITCHING PARTNER’S NAME:__________________________________________________________
PITCHING PARTNER’S NHPA CARD NO.:________________________________________________
Combined ringer percentage for your team must be 110% or less.
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2015 OHIO STATE HORSESHOE PITCHING
CHAMPIONSHIPS - GREENVILLE
SINGLES EVENT APPLICATION

No refunds after
tournament
deadline

SEPTEMBER 5-6-7, 2015
DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2015
Entries received after this date will be put on waiting list. NO EXCEPTIONS!
August 20, 2015 NATSTATS will be used for all entries.
NHPA & OHPA Rules and Dress Code will be enforced.
**NAMES ARE REQUIRED ON BACK OF SHIRT—NO SLEEVELESS SHIRTS**
Sign in one hour prior to pitching time. Must show current NHPA sanction card.

ENTRY FEE: $35.00 ADULTS $15.00 JUNIORS
All pitchers pay scorekeepers $1.00 per game—including Juniors/Cadets
CLASSES AND 40 POINT/50 SHOE GAMES WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES.
THE TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SHOES DUE TO WEATHER OR PITCHING DELAYS.

State Convention is Saturday, September 5th at 1:00 p.m. or immediately
following morning class play. Refreshments will be served.

JR BOYS

PLEASE CIRCLE WHICH CLASS YOU ARE ENTERING:
MEN
WOMEN
ELDER MEN 30’
JR GIRLS
CADETS 20’
JR/CADET DATE OF BIRTH __________

SEND ENTRY FORM WITH ENTRY FEE TO: OHPA
P.O. BOX 475
ohiohorseshoes.org
HILLIARD, OH 43026
YOU MUST MAIL YOUR ENTRY—NO PHONE ENTRIES ACCEPTED
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : OHPA

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________
CITY: ________________________________________________________________________________
ZIP CODE: ______________________ PHONE: _____________________________________________
NHPA CARD #_________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________
Do you need a schedule mailed to you or will you print it from the new website?

(ohiohorseshoes.org) Website_____ US Mail _____
Schedule will be posted on the new website Wednesday, August 26, 2015

Page 23

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
JARYK
JB
TYLER
TRACY
LARRY
JOHN
CAIDEN
KEVIN
ROGER
ANTHONY
RICHARD
PAUL
KYLER
JIM
LAUREN
MARVIN
RON
JACK
KYLEE
HALEY
RICHARD
TIM
JOE
LARRY
PAULA
VICKI

BLACK
BROWN
CARROLL
DAVISSON
FOURMAN
HESSER
HOGUE
HOGUE
HOGUE
HOLBROOK
MENDEZ
MOMENEE
MULLINS
MULLINS
PARK
PAUL
POTTS
PRATT
ROBINSON
ROBINSON
ROESCH
SEIBER
STEINMETZ
STEINMETZ
VARVEL
WITT

DON’T MISS OUT ON OHPA
INFORMATION!
We have been compiling a list
of email addresses of all Ohio
pitchers. Information is
emailed on a regular basis
consisting of the Tournament
Schedule and Locations,
Tournament Reminders,
Death Notifications, World
Tournament information and
the Spring and Fall
Newsletters. To add your
email address, please provide
it on your membership
application or send it to
ohpasecretary@mail.com.

GOT ANY PICS? OHPA’s new website
(ohiohorseshoes.org) needs pictures of past and
current horseshoe pitchers. Please provide any
pictures you may have, old or new, so they may be
shared with the other horseshoe pitchers. Email them
to me at ohpasecretary@mail.com or mail them to me.
I will return all pictures received. Get them to me any
way you can so we can all share in the memories of our
great Ohio horseshoe pitchers!!
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The only horseshoe pitching related charity
needs your tax-deductible donations to support
many programs of the sport including the Hall of
Fame and Grants to install new or upgrade
existing courts.
Deadline for grant Applications :
March 1st and September 1st
Mail Inquires & contributions to:

NHPF
100 Bluestem Way
Wentzville, MO 63385
www.nhpf.info

TO ALL TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS:
This is the year that all courts (inside and out) have to be sanctioned. I will be sending you
a questionnaire to be filled out and returned to me in a timely manner so we can get this taken care of. Then we can schedule the time to have the rechecks done by myself or an ARD.
Most of the indoor courts have been done. Thanks, to all who helped.
One of the highlights so far have been the sanctioning of "8" NEW indoor courts at the (O-K)
Ohio-Kentucky Horseshoe Club in Cincinnati. The reports I have received said the courts are
A1. They are on the second floor so you may have to climb stairs, but they do have a chair
lift. For those of you with GPS the court address is, 1455 Dalton St. Cincinnati, OH. They
have Handicap Winter leagues, Team and Doubles format. In the winter months they have a
Luck Draw Tournament on the Saturday of the second weekend. (No more this year). The
contact person is, Mitch Duncan, 459 independence Station Rd., Independence, KY 41051, 1859-620-2501
Thank you for your time this time until next time,
Dick Guill, Ohio Regional Director
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PORTABLE COURT
DONATIONS


The OHPA. would like to purchase a minimum
of 20 courts.



A donation of only $150.00 would purchase both
ends of one court.



Each individual, club, business, etc. that sponsors
a court will receive recognition from the OHPA.



Courts will be stored at different locations
throughout the state.



Courts can be used for special events/
tournaments.



Courts will be paid for with donations only.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE PORTABLE COURT FUND:
Tom King
Darke County Horseshoe Club
Randy Shoemaker
Ross County Horseshoe Club
Greene County Horseshoe Club
Ray Welsh
Bremen Horseshoe Club
Hershel McCollister
Dan Sanders
Irvin Fraley
Harry Menegay
Harley Thomas
Fulton County Horseshoe Club
Whetstone Horseshoe Club
Dick and Dianna Guill
Hilliard Horseshoe Club
Irvin Fraley

Chillicothe
Greenville
Chillicothe
Chillicothe
Xenia
Louisville
Bremen
Frankfort
Powell
Vermillion
Sterling
Bremen
Wauseon
Columbus
Mansfield
Hilliard
Vermillion

Complete the following and include your donation made payable to the OHPA.
YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION LISTED AS FOLLOWS: (Name of individual, organization, business, club or In Memory of:)
___________________________________________________

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!
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Send to: Amy Miller
OHPA Secretary/Treasurer
P.O. Box 475
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
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Amy Miller
OHPA Secretary/Treasurer
PO Box 475
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

m

DEADLINE FOR FALL
NEWSLETTER:
SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

